
Vol. 62  No. 11 November 2017  

Pastor  

     Godôs pledges of loving have NEVER fallen short.  The greatest 
pledge God made to you and mankind was the pledge made after Adam 
and Eve brought sin and death into the world. After finding Adam and 

Eve as they hid, God made the greatest pledge and commitment to mankind. Speaking to the       
serpent/Satan God pledged, ñ

15
 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring 

and hers; He [Christ] will crush your head, and you will strike His heel.òò (Genesis 3:15, NIV84) God commit-
ted His only begotten Son to die for the sins of the world. You know the rest of the story.  On Good Friday Jesus, 
ñ24 He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by His 
wounds you have been healed.ò (1 Peter 2:24, NIV84) Easter Sunday morning the angels proclaimed, ñHe is not 
here, but has risen!ò Godôs pledge of love was made and the pledge fulfilled. 

     God pledged to Moses, His people, you, never to forsake or abandoned. ñ8 The L  Himself goes before you 
and will be with you; He will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discour-
aged.òò (Deuteronomy 31:8, NIV84) He has promise to help you in the time of trouble (Psalm 50:15), and to carry 
you in your time of needs (Psalm 55:22; 95:7). Jesus reiterated this pledge and commitment before He ascended 
into heaven saying, ñé I am with you always, to the end of the ageò (Matthew 28:20b). You can be assured God 
has always been faithful and will continue to be so forever! Your Lord has kept His pledge of love: His presence 
and protection. 

     God pledges also to provide for His children in all they needs physically.  Jesus said, ñ25 ñTherefore I tell you, 
do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more 
important than food, and the body more important than clothes? é. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the 
field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little 
faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, óWhat shall we eat?ô or óWhat shall we drink?ô or óWhat shall we wear?ô 32 For 
the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his king-
dom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.ò (Matthew 6:25, 30ï33, NIV84) Look 
at your life.  Hasnôt God provided even more than you needed?  You are blessed beyond compare! We all are. God 
pledged care and provision and He has not broken His pledge of love. 

     You could go on and on with your Lordôs pledges of love and fulfillment thereof.  We certainly donôt want to 
forget His pledge to return and take us to be with Him in heaven (John 14:1-6). Many of the saints have already 
experienced this fulfillment when they closed their eyes on this earth and opened them in heaven. What great com-
fort this brings! Yes, the cornucopia of blessings in over flowing!  Thank You Lord!!! 

     How can you say, ñThank You Lordò?  On November 19th you will be placing before the altar your pledges of 
love to your Lord and Savior for the coming year 2018.  Pray about your ñPledges of Love.ò  Your Lord has given 
you everything to support this body and life.  How will you respond?  Prayerfully consider these words from        
St. Paul:  ñ1 And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. 
2 Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3 For I 
testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4 they urgent-
ly pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. 5 And they did not do as we expected, but 
they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with Godôs will.ò(2 Corinthians 8:1ï5, NIV84) St. 
Paul went on to say, ñ7 Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver.ò (2 Corinthians 9:7, ESV) Cheerful giving is giving from the heart and giving in love. I 
truly believe everyone can make a pledge of love by tithing (giving 10% of your first fruits) if not beyond.  What-
ever you decide to pledge of your time, talents and treasures do so from the heart giving thanks to God for ALL He 
has done, is doing, and will continue to do. What will your ñPledge of Loveò be? Give from your heart your 
LOVE!   
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         Operation Christmas Child is a project of            

Samaritanôs Purse, an international Christian    

relief and evangelism organization headed by 

Franklin Graham. The mission of Operation 

Christmas Child is to demonstrate Godôs love in a 

tangible way to children in need around the 

world, and together with the local church world-

wide, to share the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

Since 1993, Operation Christmas Child has      

collected and delivered more than 146 million gift

-filled shoeboxes to children in more than 150 

countries and territories. For many of these     

children, the gift-filled shoebox is the first gift 

they have ever   received. 

 

PACKED SHOEBOX  

DUE DATE IS 

SUNDAY,  

NOVEMBER 12TH 



 

The week Pastor Walta Clercius from Port-au-Prince,   
Haiti came to visit was filled with opportunities to share 
the mission in the Central Plateau of Haiti.  Many meet-
ings, conference calls, and appointments allowed Pastor 
Walta to meet many people from various churches in a 
short time   
 

Pastor Walta presented the Childrenôs Chapel for the    
preschool on Wednesday morning and ate lunch with    
students in the five-year old class.  That afternoon he met 
with the Haiti Mission Committee to describe in detail the 
efforts, problems, accomplishments, and victories occur-
ring in the church, school, and village in Laotchikit.  This 
is the location of the only school in the area, where mem-
bers of Mt. Pisgah support the schoolôs staff by paying 
their salaries.  In the afternoon a conference call was held 
with Food for the Poor, Pastor Walta and members of the 
committee, including our own member, Pastor James Stol-
tenberg, who is on staff with Food for the Poor as a clergy 
for their speakerôs bureau.  On the call, we discussed the 
possibility for Food for the Poor to be the contractor for 
the preschool classrooms at the school in Laotchikit. 

 

On Thursday morning Pastor Walta was invited to share the mission in Laotchikit with the pastors 
in our circuit council.  Because the church in Laotchikit is so strong, there is a great desire of the 
people for other Lutheran churches in the area of the Central Plateau.  This was a great opportunity 
to share the mission with other churches in our area.  Rev. Bill Seaman shared with the group, the 
only time there has been a unanimous vote in the synod was when the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Haiti was voted into fellowship with the Lutheran Church ï Missouri Synod. 
 

That afternoon lead us on to Clemson University where 
we met with Professor Janice Lanum in the Department 
of Nursing.  Professor Lanum discussed with us the    
potential for nurse practitioner students to volunteer on 
short medical mission trips to Haiti.  Then we were off 
to meet with the Mission Committee at Eternal        
Shepherd Lutheran Church (ESLC) in Seneca, South 
Carolina.  
 

Friday night the Mission Committee hosted a barbeque 
with Pastor Walta where he was able to share with us 
the importance of the work occurring in the Central 
Plateau region of Haiti, where there are now five 
preaching stations surrounding the areas of Laotchikit.  
 

On Saturday, we packed Pastor Waltaôs luggage for the return flight with items many of you donat-
ed including spoons, bowls, soccer balls, vitamins, clothes, childrenôs underwear, etc.  And on Sun-
day, what a blessing, as each of you were able to meet and hear of the struggles and needs of our 
brothers and sisters in Haiti.  It was a great joy to fellowship with each of you after worship and 
Sunday School.  Thank you, ladies of Parish Life, for the lovely luncheon.  Many thanks to each of 
you who showered blessing upon blessing on Pastor Walta and his short visit here. 

Pastor Waltaôs visit to MPLC Wendy White 


