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Mission
Affirming God’s love for all people, we work with Lutherans and partners around the world to end poverty,
injustice and human suffering.
Vision
Empowered by God’s unconditional love in Jesus Christ, we envision a world in which each person, every
community and all generations live in justice, dignity and peace.
Values
Gratitude
We are grounded in profound thankfulness for God’s gracious, self-giving love for all humankind, revealed
in the redemptive acts of Jesus Christ. Gratitude marks the way we relate to one another and to all creation.
Though our experiences vary, we view community as a gift. We give thanks for our wondrous diversity.
We celebrate being alive. We abound with joy, hopefulness, hospitality and deep appreciation for the gift
of one another (Psalm 136).
Calling
All people are made in the image of God (Imago Dei, Genesis 1:26, James 3:9) and are human beings of
dignity and worth. Each life-course is laden with meaning and purpose as we live out our callings. Working
together, our common vocation transforms communities even as it recognizes a unique space for interLutheran and ecumenical relations. As we are attentive to the alignment of our individual, interpersonal
and common vocations, we will flourish.
Accompaniment
God has modeled for us the decisive act of accompaniment in the life of Jesus. By walking along the road
and breaking bread with his companions (Luke 24), Jesus met others eye to eye, accessing new horizons
for them to construct their future. Similarly, we endeavor to walk and work with partners. As we engage in
critical and self-critical reflection and develop cultural competency, we support, encourage and learn together within long-term relationships of trust and reciprocity.
Stewardship
Both our respect and appreciation for each other and the critical and urgent nature of our mission call us to
employ the highest standards in our lives and work. We are not owners; rather we strive to be wise trustees:
“The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it” (Psalm 24:1). Aware of an imbalance and abuse of resources
globally, we are compelled toward responsibility, justice and bold investment for the sake of our mission.
Innovation
As long as our vision remains unachieved, we are restless. We seek relentlessly to learn, adapt, and grow.
Our goals are so compelling and human suffering so pervasive that we are unsatisfied with the status quo.
With entrepreneurial eyes, we are careful to make the most of every opportunity (Ephesians 5:15-16). With
creativity, we build new partnerships that strengthen capacities. With imagination, we embrace leadingedge ideas that enhance the quality of our ministry.

